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well as the exploits and victories of the 
Greek Navy under Miaoulis, Kanaris, 
Bubulina, and Kolokotronis inspired 
the people of Europe, who finally 
brought pressure upon their govern-
ments to intervene in the fighting and 
compel the Sultan to recognize Greek 
independence, which finally secured 
the Treaty of Adrianople in 1829. 

We commemorate Independence Day 
each year for the same reasons we cele-
brate our 4th of July. It proved that a 
united people through sheer will and 
perseverance can prevail against tyr-
anny. Both of our nations share an il-
lustrious history in defense of this 
cherished ideal. Both countries have 
shared a common commitment to the 
principles of equality and freedom. In 
many ways, the American experiment 
might not have been possible without 
the Greek experience. 

Indeed, as Thomas Jefferson noted: 
‘‘To the ancient Greeks we are all in-
debted for the light which led our-
selves, American colonists, out of the 
Gothic darkness.’’ Democracy and free-
dom are the guiding beliefs that give 
hope to millions around the world. 

Remembering the sacrifice of the 
brave Greeks who gave their lives for 
the cause of liberty helps us all realize 
how important it is to be an active par-
ticipant in our own democracy. 

As Plato noted: ‘‘The penalty good 
men pay for indifference to public af-
fairs is to be ruled by evil men.’’ 
Greeks, like Americans, have never 
been indifferent to the welfare of man-
kind. We share a belief that citizens 
must be engaged in governmental af-
fairs and must work to promote liberty 
and justice throughout the world. That 
is why we honor those who secured 
independence for Greece nearly two 
centuries ago. Let us always remember 
their commitment to freedom. God 
bless America and Zito I Ellas. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

H. RES. 106 AND THE INTER-
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GENOCIDE SCHOLARS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to urge my colleagues this evening to 
support House Resolution 106, a resolu-

tion that reaffirms the Armenian geno-
cide. 

I also wish to express my support for 
its swift passage in the House of Rep-
resentatives. As the first genocide of 
the 20th century, it is morally impera-
tive that we remember this atrocity 
and collectively demand reaffirmation 
of this crime against humanity. 

The resolution, which I introduced 
with Representatives SCHIFF, RADANO-
VICH and KNOLLENBERG, has over 180 co-
sponsors. It’s also the exact same reso-
lution that passed the International 
Affairs Committee last Congress by an 
overwhelming majority. 

I strongly believe it is important for 
Members to understand that this is a 
matter of historical fact. Many Turk-
ish deniers have been meeting with 
Members of Congress and sending cor-
respondence, discouraging this resolu-
tion. They are claiming that passage of 
such a resolution would be untimely 
and counterproductive. 

Mr. Speaker, for 92 years this has not 
been reaffirmed here in this Congress. I 
think 92 years is far too long for a 
proper recognition to be made, and its 
reaffirmation is a matter of con-
science. 

In the meantime, the Turkish Gov-
ernment has threatened to close supply 
routes to U.S. troops in Iraq if this res-
olution is considered. It’s appalling 
that a country who claims to be our 
ally would put the lives of soldiers at 
risk in the pursuit of its desperate 
campaign to deny the systematic 
slaughter of 1.5 million Armenians. 

The highly reputable International 
Association of Genocide Scholars re-
cently wrote to Members of Congress 
urging support for the Armenian geno-
cide resolution, and I request permis-
sion to insert their letter in the 
RECORD. 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GENOCIDE SCHOLARS 

March 7, 2007. 
DEAR MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CON-

GRESS: We write to you as the international 
organization of scholars who study genocide. 
We strongly urge you to co-sponsor H. Res. 
106, the House Resolution recognizing and 
commemorating the Armenian Genocide. 

In three previous statements of the Inter-
national Association of Genocide Scholars— 
first, a unanimous resolution declaring that 
the Turkish massacres of Armenians in 1915– 
1918 constituted genocide; second, an Open 
Letter to Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan 
calling upon him to acknowledge the Arme-
nian Genocide; and third, an Open Letter 
concerning scholars who deny the Armenian 
Genocide—we have made our position clear: 
the historical record on the Armenian Geno-
cide is unambiguous and documented by 
overwhelming evidence. It is proven by for-
eign office records of the United States, 
France, Great Britain, Russia, and perhaps 
most importantly, of Turkey’s World War I 
allies, Germany and Austria-Hungary, as 
well as by the records of the Ottoman 
Courts-Martial of 1918–1920, and by decades of 
scholarship. 

We believe it is important for Members of 
Congress to understand that Turkey’s nine- 
decade-long campaign to deny the facts of 
the Armenian Genocide is driven by a gov-
ernment that has yet to engage in the honest 
historical self-critique that is a vital part of 

the democratic process. The numerous trials 
and imprisonments of Turkish intellectuals 
and journalists and the assassination of the 
Armenian-Turkish journalist Hrant Dink in 
January make this clear. It should be noted 
that there are Turkish scholars who are urg-
ing their government to acknowledge the Ar-
menian Genocide, and many parts of Turkish 
society share this pro-democratic perspec-
tive. We would note, however, that a govern-
ment that still encourages extreme, uncriti-
cal nationalism has created a false narrative 
about the Armenian Genocide in order to ab-
solve its predecessors of responsibility for 
the extermination of the Armenian people 
and their culture in the Ottoman Empire in 
1915. 

We are aware that you may be pressured 
by a small number of academics who support 
Turkey’s denialist stance for often self-inter-
ested reasons. Such academics willingly fal-
sify, distort, and manipulate the evidence in 
sometimes subtle ways to present a false 
view of history. These academics violate the 
ethical obligations of historical scholarship. 
We have noted that academics who deny the 
Armenian Genocide are no different than 
academics who deny the Holocaust, the 
Rwandan Genocide, or the Cambodian Geno-
cide. The recent conference in Teheran de-
voted to Holocaust denial is a case in point. 
‘‘Where scholars deny genocide in the face of 
decisive evidence . . . they contribute to 
false consciousness that can have the most 
dire reverberations. Their message, in effect, 
is . . . mass murder requires no confronta-
tion, but should be ignored, glossed over. In 
this way scholars lend their considerable au-
thority to the acceptance of this ultimate 
crime’’ (Roger Smith, Eric Markusen, Robert 
Jay Lifton ‘‘Professional Ethics and the De-
nial of the Armenian Genocide,’’ Journal of 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, vol. 9, 
Spring, 1995). 

We urge you to reject the Turkish cam-
paign of denial, as you may be meeting with 
groups and individuals who are ardent 
deniers. We would underscore that the Arme-
nian Genocide is not controversial, but rath-
er is denied only by the Turkish government 
and its apologists. 

We urge you to pass H. Res. 106: 
(1) It is a recognition of an historical turn-

ing point in the twentieth century, the event 
that inaugurated the era of modern genocide. 
In spite of its importance, the Armenian 
Genocide has gone unrecognized until re-
cently, and warrants a symbolic act of moral 
commemoration. The Armenian-American 
community first arrived in the United States 
as refugees and survivors of this great catas-
trophe and of earlier massacres in the late 
19th century. 

(2) Congress will honor America’s extraor-
dinary foreign service officers (among them 
Leslie A. Davis, Jesse B. Jackson, Oscar 
Heizer, and Ambassador Henry Morgenthau) 
who often risked their lives rescuing Arme-
nian citizens in 1915. These courageous 
American diplomats left behind some 4,000 
reports totaling 37,000 pages, now in the Na-
tional Archives, documents that prove the 
Armenian mass murders were government- 
planned, systematic extermination—what 
Raphael Lemkin named genocide. By this 
resolution the U.S. Congress would dem-
onstrate that the moral principles and cour-
age of those foreign service officers con-
tinues to represent a powerful example of 
American leadership. It is in the interest of 
the United States to support the principles 
of human rights that are at the core of 
American democracy. 

(3) Inasmuch as the popular effort in the 
United States to rescue and bring relief to 
the Armenians, first from massacres in the 
1890s and then from genocide in 1915, set the 
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